PBINCfiSS MINON-MINETTE1
ONCE upon a time there lived a young king whose name
was Souci, and he had been brought up, ever since he
was a baby, by the fairy Inconstancy. Now the fairy
Girouette had a kind heart, but she was a very trying
person to live with, for she never knew her own mind for
two minutes together, and as she was the sole ruler at
Court till the prince grew up everything was always at
sixes and sevens. At first she determined to follow the
old custom of keeping the y^pung king ignorant of the
duties he would have to perform some day ; then, quite
suddenly, she resigned the reins of government into his
hands; but, unluckily, it was too late to train him properly
for the post. However, the fairy did not think of that,
but, carried away by her new ideas, she hastily formed a
Council, and named as Prime Minister the excellent
' Ditto,' so called because he had never been known to
contradict anybody.
Young Prince Souci had a handsome face, and at the
bottom a good deal of common sense; but he had never
been taught good manners, and was shy and awkward;
and had, besides, never learned how to use his brains.
Under these circumstances it is not surprising that
the Council did not get through much work, Indeed, the
affairs of the country fell into such disorder that at last
the people broke out into open rebellion, and it was only
the courage of the king, who continued to play the flute
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